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DO YOU GROW A PESTICIDE 
SENSITIVE CROP?

ODAFF ASKS YOU TO REGISTER YOUR 
PESTICIDE SENSITIVE CROP. REGISTERING 
YOUR ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREA 

WILL ALERT COMMERCIAL AND PRIVATE 
PESTICIDE APPLICATORS OF YOUR CROP AND 

LOCATION AND HELP PREVENT DRIFT DAMAGE.

REGISTER YOUR SENSITIVE CROP AREA AT 
WWW.ODA.STATE.OK.US. 

FARM STRESS
N a t i o n a l  S u i c i d e  H o t l i n e 

988
AFR FARM STRESS TEAM

farmstress@afrmic.com

NATIONAL SUICIDE HOTLINE
988

FREE FARM STRESS COURSE
FOR MORE INFO OR TO REGISTER, 

EMAIL FARMSTRESS@AFRMIC.COM.
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June 11, 2023 

 

USDA Food Safety and Inspec�on Service   

Room 2534 South Building    

1400 Independence Ave., SW    

Washington, DC 20250-3700     

  

Dear Under Secretary Esteban: 

On behalf of AFR/OFU Coopera�ve’s more than 60,000 members, I am pleased to submit comments to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Food Safety and Inspec�on Service (FSIS) regarding the proposed rule �tled 
“Voluntary Labeling of Regulated Products with United States-Origin Claims.” AFR/OFU believes that “Product of 
USA” and “Made in the USA” labeling has a history of gross misuse in the meat industry. We are therefore 
suppor�ve of the proposed rule and believe its naliza�on is long overdue. 

The AFR/OFU membership includes a diverse and bipar�san swath of Oklahoma’s family farmers and ranchers. 
Our legisla�ve policy is voted on rst by a commi�ee of farmers and ranchers, then our membership as a whole. 
The truth-in-labeling issue has been at the forefront of discussions for years. The opinion of our farmers and 
ranchers never waivers—the current use of “Product of USA” and “Made in the USA” misleads unsuspec�ng 
consumers and puts American farmers and ranchers at a disadvantage as they compete with cheaper and o�en 
inferior foreign products. 

Our fully grassroots policy—wri�en by our farmer and rancher members—unequivocally states: “We demand 
the USDA enforce truth in labeling. We oppose the use of food product labeling that misleads consumers. To 
qualify for ‘Product of USA’ labeling, livestock and poultry must be bred, born, fed, harvested and processed 
within the borders of the United States.” 

While the proposed rule is a voluntary approach, we are s�ll suppor�ve of its intended purpose. Misleading, 
unclear or inappropriate use of “Product of USA” and “Made in the USA” labeling confuses consumers and 
nega�vely impacts the farmers and ranchers who proudly produce truly American meat products. The proposed 
rule is a win-win for both par�es and is a step toward a more fair and transparent marketplace. We 
wholeheartedly support the rule and its intended purpose. 

 

Sincerely,  

   

Sco� Blubaugh, President 

American Farmers & Ranchers and Oklahoma Farmers Union 

Update\|Fairness
Farmers

for

AFR Comments on New Truth-in-Labeling Rule
At the 121st Convention of National Farmers Union (NFU), U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack 
announced a proposed rule regarding the voluntary “Product of USA” label for meat, poultry and egg 
products. The proposed rule is intended to close loopholes that allow meat from imported animals 
to be labeled as “Product of USA.” AFR submitted the below letter in support of the new rule during 
the rulemaking comment period in June 2023.
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Join us in Oklahoma's Cotton Country!
 

AFR Strive Members,

Our first overnight Oklahoma agriculture trip is scheduled for July 27-28,
2023. We're headed to Southwest Oklahoma to learn about our state's
cotton industry!

This trip will focus exclusively on cotton production and marketing. I'm not
yet ready to release the full agenda, but we plan to visit a cotton gin and a
cotton storage facility. We'll also get to meet with a cotton broker and the
manager of the Altus-Lugert Irrigation District.

We'll also have time on Thursday evening for dinner and conversation. If
you're from SW Oklahoma and don't want to attend the full trip, you're
welcome to meet the group for dinner.

The trip will be Thursday/Friday. We intend to meet in OKC early Thursday
afternoon and be finished with our activities by late afternoon or early
evening on Friday.

Here's how you can attend:

1. This AFR Strive trip is open to everyone! You're welcome to come alone
or bring your spouse or significant other.

2. If you plan to attend, please RSVP directly to me (call/text/email) to
reserve your spot(s). This trip has a set number of attendees, so it will be
first come, first served.

If you have any questions at all, I'm available by phone (479-466-6554) or
email (laici.neumann@afrmic.com). Have a great week!

-Laici

AFR Cooperative’s newest education program, 
AFR Strive, hosted its first Oklahoma agricul-
ture industry tour July 27-28 in southwest Okla-
homa. The tour focused on the cotton industry 
and how the cooperative model of business 
makes that industry possible in Oklahoma.
Overnight industry tours, like the Strive Cot-
ton Tour, are intended to educate participants 
about agriculture and industry systems in 
different parts of the state. The small-group 
format also allows for in-depth networking be-
tween participants and industry experts.
The Strive Cotton Tour began with a tour and 
discussion at the Farmers Cooperative Cot-
ton Gin near Carnegie. The state-of-the-art gin 
was built in 2017 and has doubled the ginning 
capacity of the cooperative. AFR member and 
gin board president, Barry Squires, led the tour 
and discussed the efficiency and quality im-
provements the gin has provided area cotton 
farmers.
Following the gin tour, Squires—a cotton farm-
er himself—led field visits to nearby cotton and 
corn crops, where he talked about irrigation in 
Caddo County and yield comparisons between 
irrigated versus dryland acres.
The next morning, the Strive Cotton Tour trav-
eled to Lake Altus-Lugert to meet Tom Buchan-
an, the general manager of the Lugert-Altus 
Irrigation District. The district is a gravity-flow 
irrigation system that allows water to travel 
300 miles without the use of pumps.
B e y o n d 
s h o w c a s -
ing the Altus 
Dam and the 
irrigation dis-
trict, Buchan-
an led a lively 
discussion 
about the fu-
ture of water 
in Oklahoma, 
i n c l u d i n g 
what water 
means to dif-
ferent parts 
of the state.

From the lake, the Strive Cotton Tour moved on 
to the Plains Cotton Cooperative Association 
Cotton Warehouse in Altus. The warehouse is 
an enormous facility that is used to store, sort 
and ship cotton. 
During the warehouse visit, Strive members 
learned from the regional warehouse manag-
er, Tracy Springs; the warehouse sub-manager 
Joe Taylor; and Jeremy Gifford, a cotton buyer 
housed in the warehouse headquarters. 
Gifford taught participants how to read 
cotton pricing charts and Springs and Tay-
lor led participants on a facility tour that 
included cotton organization and packag-
ing, and watching the oversized machine 
that loads shipping containers onto wait-
ing train cars.
Overall, the Strive Cotton Tour was a suc-
cess. Every stop was a showcase of the 
cooperative system at work and partici-
pants learned a substantial amount about 
the cotton industry in Oklahoma, includ-
ing how the industry couldn’t operate with 
farmers coming together to create the in-
frastructure needed to get cotton from the 
field to the train.

AFR Strive is intended for 25-40-year-old farm-
ers, ranchers and agribusiness owners. The 
program focuses on business and personal 
development, industry involvement and net-
working. Funding for AFR Strive is provided by 
the AFR Cooperative, the AFR Foundation and 
educational grants. The Strive Cotton Tour was 
funded entirely by a generous donation from 
the CHS Foundation.
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Several farmers who were personally assisted by Mona Lee Brock gave their testimonies at the 
event, including Jim Esbenshade, Colbert, Okla., and Scott Blubaugh on behalf of Cletus Blubaugh, 
Tonkawa, Okla. Additional testimonies were given by Wayne Allen, American Agriculture Movement 
Oklahoma Chapter, and Ronnie Brock, son of Mona Lee Brock, Caddo, Okla.

The bronze bas relief in the likeness of Mona Lee 
Brock was sculpted by Pat Lane, Konowa, Okla. 
Lane is a longtime agent and agency owner for AFR 
Insurance. The display cabinet and sculpture were 
generously sponsored by Farm Aid.

Oklahoma Secretary Commissioner of 
Agriculture Blayne Arthur spoke about the 
importance of Mona Lee Brock to the farming 
community during the 1980s Farm Crisis. 
Scott Blubaugh, President, and Paul Jackson, 
Secretary, both of Oklahoma Farmers Union/
American Farmers & Ranchers Cooperative, 
also spoke about the contributions Brock made 
to the effort to save family farms and farmers in 
the 1980s.
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• POSTERS MUST SOLELY BE THE WORK OF THE STUDENT. STUDENTS MAY USE CRAYONS, MARKERS, PENS, 

PENCILS, ETC.

• POSTERS WILL BE JUDGED ON ORIGINALITY, CREATIVITY, NEATNESS, SUBJECTIVITY AND OVERALL EFFECT.

• THERE ARE TWO AGE DIVISIONS. DIVISION I: GRADES 1 & 2 DIVISION II: GRADES 3 & 4  

• GIFT CARDS WILL BE AWARDED AS FOLLOWS IN EACH DIVISION: FIRST PLACE, $50; SECOND PLACE, $25; THIRD, 

FOURTH & FIFTH PLACE, $10. 

• THE TOP 50 POSTERS FROM EACH DIVISION WILL BE ON DISPLAY DURING THE AFR CONVENTION IN FEBRUARY 

2023 AT THE EMBASSY SUITES AND CONFERENCE CENTER IN NORMAN.

• POSTERS MUST BE TURNED IN TO YOUR LOCAL AFR INSURANCE AGENT OR MAILED TO THE AFR COOPERATIVE.

• ALL POSTERS MUST BE RETURNED TO THE AFR COOPERATIVE BY FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2023.

• FOR ORDER FORM VISIT WWW.AFRCOOP.ORG

Youth.indd   1Youth.indd   1 8/31/2023   11:08:09 AM8/31/2023   11:08:09 AM
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78TH ANNUAL SPEECH CONTEST: 
CENTRAL DISTRICT- NOV. 6

NORTHEAST DISTRICT- NOV. 7
SOUTHEAST DISTRICT- NOV. 9

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT- NOV. 13
NORTHWEST DISTRICT- NOV. 16

STATE CONTEST- DEC. 2

NOT PICTURED: 
Christian Hill, ECU
Greyc’n Anderson, NOC
Trenten Rippy, OCCC
Logan Palmer, OSU
Emily Lake, OSU
Elizabeth Friend, OSU

Blaine Brown, OSU-IT
Eyan Williams, OU
Ethan Matt, RCC
Cale Poole, SCU
Leonel Lora, SWOSU
Colby Keller, USAO 
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Did you know that farmers and ranchers receive only 14.3* cents of every food dollar that consumers spend? 
According to the USDA, off-farm costs including marketing, processing, wholesaling, distribution and retailing 

account for more than 80 cents of every food dollar spent in the United States.

Visit afrcoop.org to learn more.THE VOICE OF FAMILY AGRICULTURE

AMERICAN FARMERS & RANCHERS | 4400 WILL ROGERS PARKWAY  | OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73108
(405) 218-5400    |    WWW.AFRCOOP.ORG 

/AFRFarmOrg/AmericanFarmersandRanchers

FFaarrmmeerr’’ss  SShhaarreeTThhee

/nationalfarmersunion @NFUDC /nationalfarmersunion nfu.org/topics/blog

Farmer’s share derived from USDA, NASS “Agricultural Prices,” 2023. | Prices based on July 2023 data.
Retail prices based on Safeway (SE) brand except where noted. | *Figure according to U.S. Department of Agriculture Economic Research Service 

The Farmer’s Share
Visit nfu.org to learn more

UNITED TO GROW FAMILY AGRICULTURE

Did you know that farmers and ranchers receive only 14.3* cents of every food dollar that consumers spend?
According to the USDA, off farm costs including marketing, processing, wholesaling, distribution and retailing  

account for more than 80 cents of every food dollar spent in the United States.

Retail: $4.99 
Farmer: $0.90

Bacon
1 lb.

Retail: $9.99
Farmer: $2.91

Top Sirloin Steak
1 lb.

Retail: $4.49
Farmer: $0.18

Bread
Wheat Loaf

Retail: $3.99
Farmer: $2.33

Fresh Carrots
5 lbs.

Retail: $14.99
Farmer: $0.07 

Beer
12-pack cans

Retail: $5.99
Farmer: $0.09

Corn Cereal
18 oz. box

Retail: $2.00
Farmer: $0.67

Tomatoes
1 lb.

Retail: $2.29
Farmer: $1.51

Eggs
1 dozen

Retail: $6.89 
Farmer: $0.64

Flour
All Purpose, 5 lbs.

Retail: $12.98
Farmer: $0.90

Boneless Ham
1 lb.

Retail: $2.29
Farmer: $0.21

Lettuce
1 lb.

Retail: $4.39 
Farmer: $1.54

Milk
1 gallon, fat free

Retail: $1.24
Farmer: $0.83

Fresh Apples
1 lb.

Retail: $5.99
Farmer: $2.47

Fresh Potatos
Russet, 5 lbs.

Retail: $0.99
Farmer: $0.09 

Soda
2 liters

National Farmers Union | 20 F Street NW, Suite 300 | Washington, DC 20001
P: (202) 554-1600 | F: (202) 554-1654 | www.NFU.org | info@nfudc.org

August, 2023
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HHappy fall, AFR members! I’m sure 
that sounds a bit early. The falling leaves 
and cooler temperatures haven’t arrived 
yet. But in the AFR Cooperative, we have 
our own signals of fall—speech contests, 
county meetings and National Farmers 
Union Fly-In.

In our Youth Program, we’re currently 
planning for the AFR Speech Contest, a fall 
tradition of 78 years. We host hundreds of 
kids from across the state in five regional 
contests and a final state contest. 

The ability of these students is 
something to behold. If you’re interested 
at all in experiencing this AFR tradition, 
contact our youth department to sign up to 
be a judge. (405-218-5566)

The next sign of fall’s arrival for the 
Cooperative—AFR county meetings! County 
meetings are your opportunity to exercise 
your vote as a policyholder and participate 
in the policy process. If you haven’t yet, it’s 
time to get to your county meeting!

October through December, AFR 
Cooperative officers and staff will attend 
county meetings all over the state. We 
try to make as many county meetings as 
humanly possible. It’s an exhausting, but 
very fulfilling season!

The final showing of fall in the 
Cooperative—NFU Fly-In—is the culmination 
of that policy process I mentioned above. 
Each year, we take a delegation of AFR 
members to Washington, D.C., to lobby on 
your behalf. The members who attend Fly-

tomorrow.
In the meantime, we will work hard 

to obtain an extension of the current 
Farm Bill. I think this is our best bet for 
functioning legislation and it will give 
our farmers and ranchers and the public, 
especially school children, something to 
work with now. 

Two other items deserve a mention 
before I close. 

The new AFR Strive program hosted 
its first industry tours last month (Pg 9). 
Appropriately, the tours focused on the 
cooperative systems in Oklahoma’s cotton 
industry. 

Finally, I want to highlight the AFR 
Claims Department for their hard work 
this year (Pg 12). It’s been a bad year for 
storms. AFR has cleared a tremendous 
number of claims and paid out a lot to 
insureds. These things happen, but I think 
I speak for everyone when I say I hope the 
skies are calm for a few months.

Until next time, look out for one another 
and be kind. This world needs more 
kindness. God bless!

In, and the policy they carry to the Capitol, 
start with county meetings and service on 
the AFR Policy Committee. If you’re curious 
about this process, contact our policy 
department. (405-218-5593)

During this year’s Fly-In, we’ll tackle 
the big policy concern on the horizon for 
farmers and ranchers—the Farm Bill. It’s 
never a good idea to predict the future, but 
I’ll try to explain where I think the upcoming 
Farm Bill is headed. 

At this time, I believe there’s zero 
chance of getting a Farm Bill completed 
by the October 1 deadline, which is when 
the Farm Bill expires. There’s also only 
a very small chance we’ll get a Farm Bill 
passed in December when the legislature 
comes back into session. After the first 
of the year, I think it will be impossible to 
get consensus on a bill in the middle of a 
presidential election. 

Frankly, I don’t think we’ll get a Farm Bill 
passed until after the next presidential and 
congressional elections. The two sides of 
the aisle are very divided on their priorities 
and, in this political environment, I don’t 
see them coming together. 

This grim outlook doesn’t mean 
our upcoming lobbying efforts are not 
important. In fact, now is the best time to 
have our voices heard. Lawmakers have 
been gathering recommendations for 
months already and will continue to do 
so through the beginning of negotiations. 
What we say now could have a big impact 

-Scott


