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It’s early fall which means it’s time 
for our annual legislative fly-in to 
Washington, D.C.This year, the main 
message we’ll be taking to D.C. on 
behalf of AFR members is about the 
rapidly deteriorating farm economy. 
While our cow-calf producers are 
thankfully doing very well right now, 
our grain and cotton farmers are 
doing very poorly. Grain’s selling at 
about 50% of cost of production and 
the cotton market is similar.
Because of the trade war, China and 
other countries around the world 
are not buying U.S. grain or cotton. 
They’re holding out to put pressure 
on the White House, but it’s resulted 
in farmers being in the middle of this 
war. Storage around the nation is in 
short supply as we’re forced to carry 
over last year’s crop because there’s 
nowhere to sell it.
The cash price farmers receive is 
deteriorating much faster than the 
future contract price—the basis 
is the widest it’s been in years. 
And, the situation is expected to 
deteriorate further since no one is 
buying the grain.
While we’re in D.C., we’ll ask the White 
House to use the Commodity Credit 
Corporation (CCC) to release market 
facilitation payments similar to those 
the Trump Administration paid in its 

first term. Because of Congress’s 
lack of ability to pass legislation, the 
CCC money may be the only thing 
that saves some of America’s grain 
and cotton farmers. It would just buy 
us time, but it would keep farmers 
on their land for another year while 
global trade negotiations continue. 
It is a must-have stop-gap measure.
Our second message for D.C. is the 
drastic increase in fertilizer prices. 
The lack of competition in fertilizer 
production here in the U.S. has led 
to skyrocketing prices. Every time a 
new tariff is imposed on an import 
country, our domestic suppliers also 
increase their prices to match the 
new import tariff price. As of this 
writing, domestic fertilizer is sitting 
at $1000/ton, just recently increased 
because of a new tariff on India. 
The increase in fertilizer costs 
will have ripple effects on our 
grain dealers. It’ll impact our 
chemical suppliers and our farm 
cooperatives—they will all struggle 
to sell product at these extreme 
prices. 
The fertilizer issue is a great 
example of what happens without 
competition in the marketplace. 
If we don’t speak up to people in 
power, no one is going to do it for us. 
That’s why your AFR organization is 

so critical; it can speak on behalf of 
nearly 60,000 members. 
On a more positive note, the cow/
calf market is as high as it’s ever 
been and cow/calf producers are 
finally making some money for the 
first time in years. The high prices 
were created by an almost perfect 
storm—six years of drought, a trade 
war, the closing of the U.S.-Mexico 
border, and the artificially low prices 
large meatpackers have offered for 
years. It’s all combined to create the 
smallest U.S. cattle herd in more than 
70 years, resulting in the highest 
prices we’ve ever seen. 
 

Have a safe fall,  
God bless!
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Nov. 20
Northwest District Speech Contest;  Enid
Nov. 27-28
Thanksgiving; AFR Home Office Closed
Dec. 1
Poster Contest Due to the AFR Home Office
Dec. 6
State Speech Contest; Stillwater
Dec. 11-13
Tulsa Farm Show; SageNet Center, Tulsa
Dec. 24-25
Christmas; AFR Home Office Closed
Dec. 31 - Jan. 1
News Year; AFR Home Office Closed

Sept. 25 - Oct. 5
Tulsa State Fair; Tulsa Fairgrounds
Oct. 9
AFR Foundation Golf Tournament; Shawnee
Nov. 10
Central District Speech Contest; Tecumseh
Nov. 11
Northeast District Speech Contest; Sapulpa
Nov. 11
Veterans Day
Nov. 13
Southeast District Speech Contest;  Wilburton
Nov. 17
Southwest District Speech Contest; Cache 

For more information, visit stutevilleauto.com or 888-488-5128.

2025 Events
Upcoming
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By Paul Jackson, State Secretary
All American Farmers & Ranchers (Farmers Union) 
county and local organizations and policyholders will 
hold annual meetings this fall to conduct business and 
elect a slate of delegates and alternates for the annual 
meetings of the American Farmers & Ranchers Mutual 
Insurance Company, Inc., (AFRMIC) and Oklahoma 
Farmers Union. Some local organizations hold their 
meetings independently from county meetings, but 
also conduct business to elect delegates for the state 
annual policyholder and membership meetings. 

If your county and local meeting is not listed in this 
issue of the AFR TODAY magazine, contact your local/
county organization leadership to find out when 
they will be meeting so you may participate in the 
business meeting and local delegates election for the 
policyholder and membership state annual meetings. 
Basic meeting information is in the magazine, while 
additional information such as meals, refreshments and 
door prizes are published on the AFRMIC website (www.
afrmic.com) and the AFR Cooperative website (www.
afrcoop.org).

For the annual meeting, should policyholders wish to 
exercise their vote in-person as an individual in lieu of 
the local delegate representation system, they must 
notify the AFRMIC Secretary in writing no later than 
Dec. 31, 2025. Based on the bylaws formula for the 
delegate system representation, an individual vote is 
valued as 1/50th of one vote.

The AFRMIC/OFU Bylaws require a candidate for a 
particular director or officer position to file in writing 
with the AFRMIC Secretary and OFU Secretary between 
October 15 and October 20 in the year prior to the 
annual meeting, thereby making the filing period five 
(5) calendar days. To achieve five business calendar 
days, the filing period for 2025 will be Oct. 15-21, 2025. 
Candidate packets are available after September 15.

October 14, 2025: Deadline for resignation notification 
of intent to file by current officer or director filing for any 
seat other than the current position held.

October 15-21, 2025: Board officer and director 
candidates filing period. Filing is during normal business 
hours, Monday – Friday, 7:45 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. 

The following elected positions will be presented for a 
vote at the 2026 AFRMIC/OFU Annual Meetings and 
State Convention. All elected positions are three-year 
terms:

AFR State Secretary: Currently held by Paul Jackson, 
Ringling

District 1 Independent Director: Currently held by 
Roger Edenborough, Goodwell

District 3 Agent Director: Currently held by Will Lane, 
Grove

District 4 Independent Director: Currently held by Loyd 
Steward, Shawnee

October 21, 2025: Deadline to file for an elected 
position. The completed packet must be received by 
4:45 p.m. Background checks are required as part of the 
application process.

November 14, 2025: Deadline to submit changes to 
bylaws to be considered by the bylaws committee, 
90 days before the first day of convention. (Must be 
received by 4:45 p.m.) Any proposed bylaws advanced 
by the committee will be published on the AFRMIC and 
OFU websites.

December 15, 2025: Deadline to submit local and 
county resolutions to the AFRMIC/OFU State Office to 
be considered by the AFR State Policy Committee.

December 31, 2025: Deadline for policyholders to notify 
the AFRMIC Secretary Paul Jackson of their intent to 
vote in-person for directors at the annual policyholder 
meeting in lieu of local delegate representation. He 
may be contacted at Paul.Jackson@afrmic.com or Paul 
Jackson; AFRMIC Secretary; P.O. Box 24000; Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma 73124.

January 9, 2026: Deadline for AFR/OFU Membership 
Memorial Roll submission.

January 31, 2026: Deadline to submit annual officers 
reports and financial statements to meet requirements 
for OFU to file IRS 990s and for locals and counties to be 
eligible to send delegates to the annual meetings. 

February 13-14, 2026: AFRMIC Annual Policyholder 
Meeting/OFU Annual Membership Meeting (AFR State 
Convention)

Annual Meetings and 
Convention Deadlines Announced

AFR Today | 7
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AFR Cooperative has named two state legislators 2025 AFR 
Legislative Advocates. This year’s AFR Legislative Advocate 
Awards recognize Sen. Warren Hamilton, R-McCurtain, and 
Rep. Dick Lowe, R-Amber.
The AFR Legislative Advocate Award is presented to 
state leaders that advocate for AFR Cooperative policies 
and work hard on issues that are important to the AFR 
membership during each state legislative session. 
Hamilton and Lowe are recognized for their work during 
the 2025 legislative session.
“We applaud the leadership of all our legislators and their 
service to Oklahoma,” said AFR Cooperative President 
Scott Blubaugh. “But, Sen. Hamilton and Rep. Lowe are two 
legislators who went above and beyond for rural Oklahoma 
in 2025 and we’re pleased to honor them with this award.”
Sen. Hamilton represents Oklahoma Senate District 07. 
A lifelong rancher, Hamilton is recognized for his bold 
leadership in protecting Oklahoma’s agriculture industry. 
In 2025, he authored Senate Bill 96, a landmark law that 
would prohibit the manufacture, sale or distribution of 
cultivated (lab-grown) meat in Oklahoma. The legislation 
would ensure that only traditionally raised meat continues 
to define Oklahoma agriculture, safeguarding the state’s 
livestock industry and supporting ranchers. 

“Sen. Hamilton’s deep roots in agriculture, combined with 
his unwavering defense of Oklahoma’s rural heritage, make 
him a true champion of the state’s farming and ranching 
communities,” said Blubaugh. “His legislative leadership 
reflects a lifelong commitment to preserving traditional 
values, strengthening food security, and defending the 
integrity of natural food production. AFR is proud to honor 
him for his dedicated service and principled stand for 
Oklahoma agriculture.”
Chairman Dick Lowe represents Oklahoma House District 
56. As a former CareerTech educator and lifelong rancher, 
Lowe is recognized for his unwavering dedication to 
education and rural Oklahoma. He currently serves as 
chairman of the House Common Education Committee 
and has been steadfast in his support for rural school 
districts, consistently championing policies that support 
education, agriculture and rural communities.
“Lowe’s roots run deep in the values and work ethic that 
define rural life,” said Blubaugh. “He embodies the spirit 
of rural Oklahoma—’common people with common sense 
who work uncommonly hard.’ Lowe has spent his life 
investing in the next generation and AFR is proud to honor 
him for his service, leadership and tireless advocacy on 
behalf of rural communities across the state.”

Well

AFR Cooperative Names 2025 Legislative Advocates

Represented

Wa�en
Hamilt�

Representative

Senator

DickLowe
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Legislative ReviewLegislative Review
By Bray Haven, AFR Cooperative Lobbyist

Many 2025 Legislative Efforts Coming Into Effect This Fall

More than 3000 bills were filed for consideration during the 
2025 Oklahoma Legislative Session. Here’s a roundup of recently 
passed Oklahoma legislation taking effect later this year, 
covering everything from education and agriculture to energy 
and transportation.

Agriculture & Rural Affairs
HB 1541: Linked Deposit Programs; Rep. Patzkowsky & Rep. Kern; 
Excludes medical marijuana operations from agriculture-linked 
deposit programs and raises funding limits. Effective July 1, 2025.
HB 1542: Agricultural Measurement Standards; Rep. Patzkowsky 
& Sen. Pederson; Removes reference to the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology; allows use of qualified labs instead. 
Effective Nov. 1, 2025.
HB 1547: State Fair Governance Updates; Rep. Patzkowsky & Sen. 
Pederson; Modernizes fair association governance, including 
rules for tech spending and leadership voting. Eff. Nov. 1, 2025.
HB 1356: Gate Closure Standards; Rep. Hardin & Sen. Woods; 
Establishes penalties and standards for proper closure of 
agricultural gates. Effective Nov. 1, 2025.
SB 777: Local Fish Harvest Regulations; Sen. Jett & Rep. West; 
Clarifies harvesting rules for local fish like paddlefish and allows 
regulated sale of fish meat. Effective Nov. 1, 2025.
SB 940: Invasive Species Removal; Sen. Jech & Rep. Dobrinski; 
Mandates a statewide plan to remove harmful woody species 
from state lands. Effective July 1, 2025.

Education & Schools
HB 1086: School Funding Reforms; Rep. Lowe & Sen. Pugh; 
Adjusts the school funding formula by removing exemptions 
for gifts and donations. Also modifies certain attendance rules. 
Effective July 1, 2025.
HB 1087: More Instructional Days; Rep. Lowe & Sen. Pugh; 
Requires public schools to add an extra instructional day each 
year when school funding increases by $25 million. Updates 
teacher pay scale rules. Effective July 1, 2025.
SB 139: Cell Phone Ban in Schools; Sen. Seifried & Rep. Caldwell;

Imposes a “bell-to-bell” ban on student cell phone use on school 
grounds during designated school years. Effective Aug. 29, 2025.

Energy & Environment
HB 2752: Eminent Domain Limits on Energy Projects; Rep.  
Caldwell & Rep. Gollihare; Restricts the use of eminent domain 
for wind, solar, hydrogen, and similar energy infrastructure unless 
approved by the Corporation Commission. Effective Nov. 1, 2025.
SB 269: Carbon Capture & Sequestration; Sen. Rader & Rep.  
Luttrell; Updates rules related to carbon dioxide storage and 
carbon capture projects. Effective Nov. 1, 2025.
SB 480: Public Utilities Reform; Sen. Green & Rep. Boles; Removes 
exemptions and adjusts rules related to public utilities, with 
emergency implementation. Effective July 1, 2025.

Wildlife & Conservation
SB 448: Nonresident Hunting Permits; Sen. Hamilton & Rep.  
Grego; Requires a reservation or lottery system for nonresidents 
hunting on state lands. Effective Nov. 1, 2025.

Government, Courts & Administrative Reform
HB 2729: Limiting Agency Power; Rep. Kendrix & Sen. Bergstrom;
Requires courts to interpret statutes in ways that limit agency 
power; restricts agencies from issuing civil penalties subject to 
common law. Effective Nov. 1, 2025.
SB 632: Business Court Standards; Sen. Paxton & Rep. Hilbert; 
Creates new standards for state business courts, including pay, 
duties, and timelines. Effective Sept. 1, 2025.
SB 1027: Initiative Petition Reform; Sen. Bullard & Rep. Hilbert; 
Regulates paid signature-gathering, sets limits on signatures 
from large counties, and adds transparency to ballot language. 
Effective May 24, 2025.
SB 988: UCC Authority Transfer; Sen. Reinhardt & Rep. Pfeiffer; 
Moves certain responsibilities under the Uniform Commercial 
Code from the Secretary of State to the Oklahoma County Clerk. 
Effective Conditional.

Infrastructure & Transportation
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HB 2758: County Transportation Fund; Rep. Caldwell & Sen. Haste; 
Creates a dedicated fund to support the construction and 
maintenance of county roads and bridges. Effective July 1, 2025.
SB 20: Commercial Driver Standards; Sen. Sacchieri & Rep. Wilk; 
Strengthens rules for commercial drivers, including legal status 
verification, language skills, and road safety understanding. 
Effective May 28, 2025.

Compensation & Employment
SB 95: Intern Exemption from Workers’ Comp; Sen. Seifried & Rep. 
Archer; Exempts unpaid interns and other temporary workers from 
being classified as “employees” under Workers’ Comp laws. Eff. 
Nov. 1, 2025.
SB 1076: Ag Worker Exemption from Workers’ Comp; Sen. Murdock 
& Rep. Newton; Excludes agricultural workers and their dependents 
from Workers’ Compensation coverage. Effective Nov. 1, 2025.

Food & Consumer Protection
HB 1126: Food Labeling Accuracy; Rep. Grego & Sen. Pederson; 
Bans the sale of falsely advertised or misbranded foods, especially 
manufactured-protein products. Effective Nov. 1, 2025.

Other Legislative Actions
HB 1033: Veterinary Board Extension; Rep. Kendrix & Sen.  
Bergstrom; Extends the sunset date for the State Board of 
Veterinary Medical Examiners. Effective Aug. 29, 2025.
HB 2036: Pipeline Reimbursement Rules; Rep. Archer & Sen.  
Murdock; Expands reimbursement rules for eminent domain 
related to oil and gas pipelines. Effective Nov. 1, 2025.

Legislator Education
AFR works hard to educate legislators on issues important to our 
members and voted on through the AFR Policy Process annually. 
Most of the education comes on pieces of legislation that might be 
harmful to farmers, ranchers, rural communities and rural schools 
through unattended consequences. 

Contact AFR Cooperative Press Secretary Laici Neumann (laici.
neumann@afrmic.com) to be added to the AFR Policy Action list. 
We encourage AFR members to stay engaged during legislative 
session as action from the membership is crucial when we are 
working to pass or defeat legislation.

AFR accomplished huge victories in the battle to fight frivolous 
litigation against AFR and its members during the 2025 Oklahoma 
Legislative Session. 
SB 453: Reinstates a cap on noneconomic damages previously 
removed by the Oklahoma Supreme Court. Aligns Oklahoma’s 
expert evidence rules with the newly revised Federal Rule of 
Evidence 702. Should help prevent excessive and unpredictable 
verdicts, reducing strain on small businesses and healthcare 
providers. Effective Sept. 1, 2025.
HB 2619: Enhances transparency in civil litigation involving third-
party litigation funding (TPLF). Strengthens integrity of the state’s 
legal system by making TPLF agreements in civil cases before 
state courts discoverable and prohibiting foreign adversaries from 
covertly funding Oklahoma lawsuits. 
Additionally, AFR successfully opposed one of the nation’s most 
onerous “bad faith” bills. HB 2144 intended to create new causes 
of action, as well as prevent summary judgements regarding 
frivolous lawsuits. It would have made Oklahoma the most litigious 
insurance state in the U.S. It will certainly be back again in 2026 and 
AFR will continue to champion policies that keep rates reasonable 
for our members. 

AFR Cooperative

AFR Youth

INSTAGRAM @AFRCOOP

FACEBOOK: AMERICAN 
FARMERS & RANCHERS

INSTAGRAM @AFRYOUTH

FACEBOOK: AMERICAN FARMERS 
& RANCHERS YOUTH PROGRAM

By Jeramy Rich, AFRMIC Lobbyist

FIND US ON
Social Media

For the most up-to-date information on AFR activities, 
follow us on social media!

VISIT US AT AFRCOOP.ORG! 
We love to see what you’re up to! Don’t forget to tag us in your posts.

AFR Today | 11
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Claims Now Open in $83.5 
Million Settlement with JBS
On Feb. 20, the cattle plaintiffs 
in the “In re: Cattle and Beef 
Antitrust” litigation against JBS, 
Tyson, Cargill and National Beef 
received preliminary approval of 
an $83.5 million settlement with 
JBS. The class action lawsuit, 
filed in 2019 by National Farmers 
Union (NFU), R-CALF USA, and 
four individual ranchers, alleges 
anticompetitive conduct in the 
cattle market. 
Eligible parties may submit 
claims under the terms of the 
JBS settlement. The website 
www.CattleAntitrustSettlement.
com informs cattle feeders and 
futures traders of the details of 
the settlement. Any information 
feeders and futures traders 
submit in connection with 
their claim “will be maintained 
confidentially and will not be 
made available publicly or to any 
defendant.”   
The court has 
appointed a claims 
administrator to answer 
questions potential 
class members 
may have about the 

JBS settlement. The claims 
administrator can be reached 
at 844-435-8844 or Info@
CattleAntitrustSettlement.com.  
   
New World Screwworm 
Continues to Pose Threat
The threat and concern over 
New World Screwworm (NWS) 
impacting the U.S. is ongoing. 
The U.S.-Mexico border has been 
closed to live cattle movement 
since July 9, 2025.
 So far, the closest reported case 
to the U.S. was 370 miles south 
of the southern tip of Texas, but 
is no longer considered active. 
According to State Veterinarian 
Rod Hall, the northernmost 
active case as of August 7 was in 
central Oaxaca.  
NWS surveillance and the 
planned release of sterile flies 
continues in Mexico, while USDA 
has been ramping up efforts 
to prevent NWS stateside. In 

addition to other measures, 
the comprehensive USDA plan 
includes:
-Up to $100 million investment in 
innovations to accelerate sterile 
fly production in the U.S. 
-A new sterile fly production 
facility in Edinburg, Texas. 
-Increasing the number of USDA 
mounted officers, known as “tick 
riders,” along the U.S.-Mexico 
border. 
For more information on USDA’s 
response to NWS, visit https://
www.aphis.usda.gov.

Mini Farm Bill Passes
in Reconciliation Bill
Signed into law on July 4, the 
One Big Beautiful Bill Act is a 
federal budget reconciliation bill 
that incorporated a “mini farm 
bill,” including provisions for 
commodities, crop insurance, 
conservation and nutrition. 
The farm safety net improvements 
are projected to cost $59 billion 
over the next 10 years. Measures 
include:
Reference Prices: Statutory 
reference prices for all 
commodities will increase by 10-
20%. Reference prices will have 

 NATIONAL

STAGE
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small annual increases starting 
in 2031.
ARC/PLC: For the 2025 crop 
year only, assuming assistance 
is triggered,  farmers will receive 
either ARC or PLC, whichever 
is higher, before reverting to an 
annual choice between the two 
programs.
Base Acres: The law authorizes a 
one-time allocation of new base 
acres, up to 30 million additional 
acres. 
Marketing Loans: Beginning in 
2026, through 2031, nonrecourse 
marketing assistance loan rates 
for eligible commodities will be 
increased by 10%.
Disaster Programs: Disaster 
programs like the Livestock 
Indemnity Program (LIP) and 
Livestock Forage Program 
(LFP) will now reflect regional 
price differences, add unborn 
livestock losses, and reduce the 
drought trigger from eight to 
four consecutive weeks of D2 
drought.
Payment Limits: The individual 
payment limit for ARC and PLC  
will increase from $125,000 to 
$155,000, which will now be 
indexed annually for inflation. The 
law allows shareholders of more 
farm business structures, such as 
S corporations, to have their own 
payment limit instead of being 
capped by a single payment limit 
per business entity. Additionally, 
farm owners with an adjusted 
gross income (AGI) greater than 
$900,000 will now be allowed 

to receive certain conservation 
and disaster program payments 
if more than 75% of their AGI is 
derived from “farming, ranching, 
or silviculture activities.”
Crop Insurance: Allows farmers 
who enroll in ARC to also use the 
Supplemental Coverage Option 
(SCO). 

John Deere Launches 
Self-Repair Tool
On July 31, John Deere 
announced the launch of its new 
digital tool designed to enhance 
the ability of equipment owners 
to diagnose and repair their own 
equipment. 
The release of the new digital 
tool appears to be in direct 
response to accusations that 
Deere has participated in 
anti-competitive behavior by 
restricting equipment owners 
and their preferred independent 
mechanics from accessing the 
software needed to diagnose and 
repair equipment properly. 
Deere is currently embroiled in 
a lawsuit brought by the Federal 
Trade Commission (FTC) in 
January 2025. As part of that 
effort, the FTC had requested 
Deere release a more 
useful digital repair 
and diagnosis tool. 

In June 2025, a federal court 
rejected Deere’s request to have 
that case dismission.
Deere’s new tool is available 
through an annual license 
starting at $195 per machine. 
For an annual fee of $5,995, 
which includes up to 10 local 
downloads, independent service 
providers can now access 
necessary diagnostic and repair 
information. 
The service and repair 
capabilities now available 
include: Machine health insights 
and diagnostic trouble codes; 
PIN-specific machine content, 
including manuals; software 
reprogramming for John Deere 
controllers; diagnostic readings 
and recordings; interactive 
diagnostic tests; and calibrations.
Equipment owners can access 
the tool through the John 
Deere Operations Center. See 
JohnDeere.com/PROService for 
further details. 
Is the new Deere tool working for 
you? We’d like to know! Contact 
AFR at afrcoop@afrmic.com.
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The late 1800s, there were no safety nets to help farmers and ranchers when the markets failed them. When 
times were tough, all they had to lean on was each other. So, they banded together and used their collective 
power to gain access to resources and markets for their crops. The cooperatives they formed—including the 
Oklahoma Farmers Union—were lifelines for their family farms. 

Farmers Union members were proud of their cooperative affiliations and often wore insignia like watch fobs to 
remind themselves and others of the organization that had helped them so much. Through the 20th century, 
members continued to show their affiliation through lapel pins, a practice that continues today. 

The ceramic and brass watch fobs shown are recent additions to the Oklahoma Farmers Union historical 
collection housed at American Farmers & Ranchers headquarters. The collection offers a tangible connection 
to the early days of Farmers Union, reflecting the pride and determination of its members. Each piece helps 
tell the story of how farm families organized to protect their livelihoods and strengthen their communities.

Preserving the Legacy of Oklahoma Farmers Union

To view or contribute to the collection, contact AFR State Secretary Paul Jackson at paul.jackson@afrmic.com.
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67
TeensTeens

244
SeniorsSeniors

311
Leaders BuiltLeaders Built
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Acts of Acts of 
ServiceService
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Plow It, Plant It, Pick It, Plate It
2025 AFR Poster Contest
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County Match Scholarship RecipientsCounty Match Scholarship Recipients
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Great Western Trail (GWT) Beef was founded through 
the partnership of Julie Oxford and Todd Mason. 
Both are fourth-generation farmers and ranchers who 
were raised on and continue to operate Oklahoma 
centennial farms. Though they live and work 150 miles 
apart, their shared experience, values and commitment 
to producing quality beef have created a thriving and 
growing business. 
Julie’s and Todd’s operation offers everything from 
wholes, halves and quarters to individual cuts to an 
extensive line of value-added products. Much of their 
business comes to them through Facebook, word of 
mouth, and events, with sales reaching customers 
across the country. Soon, the launch of their new 
website will make it possible to ship and sell GWT Beef 
products nationwide. 
Julie’s extensive culinary background has played a 
major role in the business’s growth. With a catering 
career dating back to 2009, she has helped develop a 
lineup of 14 value-added products, including six flavors 
of meat sticks. She also shares weekly recipes using 

GWT Beef products, helping customers explore less 
common cuts of beef in creative ways while broadening 
the company’s reach. 
As members of the Oklahoma Certified Beef 
Association, Todd and Julie value the credibility and 
trust the program adds to their brand. Even when 
customers are not familiar with OCBA, their questions 
create opportunities to educate consumers about 
Oklahoma beef and what the certification represents. 
Looking ahead, Great Western Trail Beef plans to 
continue expanding its product line, including all-
beef salami and pepperoni.They also have interest 
in developing beef processing capabilities. Another 
future priority is placing their meat sticks in backpack 
food programs for students in Oklahoma and Texas, 
providing more people with access to high-quality 
protein. 
Through it all, Julie and Todd remain committed to the 
principles that built their business: raising quality beef, 
preserving family heritage, and honoring the history 
of the Great Western Trail, a legacy that continues to 
connect their past to the plates of customers across 
the country.

OCBA RANCH MEMBERS: GREAT WESTERN TRAIL BEEF 

Great Western Trail Beef offers a variety of frozen beef products.

Story by Katie Whitfield, OCBA Coordinator

Julie Oxford and Todd Mason work together to create a diverse 
offering of Great Western Trail products.
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The Oklahoma Certified Beef Association is proud 
to have OCBA member products represented 
at the new Cowtown Market in the heart of 
the Historic Oklahoma City Stockyards. 
The Market officially opened August 1. 
This market is a new addition to one 
of Oklahoma’s most recognized and 
historic districts. The Stockyards 
have been a central part of the state’s 
ranching and agricultural history for 
decades, making it an ideal location 
to showcase locally born, bred, raised 
and processed beef from OCBA members. 

At Cowtown Market, visitors can explore a wide 
variety of offerings, from local handmade 

crafts to boutique items. With its 
proximity to the Oklahoma City National 

Stockyards, this setup provides a 
direct connection between producers 
and consumers, in a place where 
Oklahoma’s beef industry is alive and 

well.
The Cowtown Market is located at 2304 

Exchange Ave, Oklahoma City. The new 
market is open Monday- Saturday, 9 a.m.- 7 

p.m., and Sunday, 1 p.m.- 6 p.m.

Cowtown Market Opens in Historic OKC Stockyards

Oklahoma Certified Beef Association

oklahomacertifiedbeef.com ConnectConnect
  with us!  with us!

The Oklahoma Certified Beef Association has joined the Made in 
Oklahoma Coalition as an associate member and the Oklahoma 
Restaurant Association as an Allied Member. These strategic 
partnerships strengthen our ability to connect and collaborate 

with Oklahoma-based producers, businesses and restaurants. 
Through theese connections, OCBA will continue bridging the 
gap between beef producers and the food service industry.

OCBA Expands Partnerships
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MagicalMagical
AFR Cooperative members enjoyed an exciting summer 
conference in Scotland July 14-22, 2025. Through the “Mag-
ic Land of Scotland,” attendees learned about the agricul-
ture and history of Scotland via bus. Some of the highlights 

included:

PANORAMIC VIEWS
Attendees experienced the best Scotland’s scenery has to 
offer, from South Queensferry, with scenic views across the 
Firth of Forth and the UNESCO Forth Bridge, to the scenic 
Loch Lomond Trossachs National Park with storied moun-
tains, forests and glens, to a boat ride on the famous Loch 
Ness, a deep freshwater lake with a depth of 755 feet that’s 

home to the mythical Loch Ness Monster.

HISTORIC CASTLES & CATHEDRALS
The enchanting Edinburgh Castle was only the beginning in 
Scotland’s capital city. Attendees also explored Edinburgh’s 
Old Town and the historic St. Giles’ Cathedral. In Glasgow, 
the group experienced the gothic Glasgow Cathedral, the 
Kelvingrove Art Gallery & Museum, and the Glasgow Ne-
cropolis. Topping off the landmarks, the attendees visited 
Dunnottar Castle and the fascinating Kelpies, steel horses 

that make up the world’s largest pair of equine sculptures.

SCOTLAND AGRICULTURE
From farm tours to trailer rides, attendees learned all about 
agriculture in Scotland. Highlights included a Highland cat-
tle farm, which served fresh Highland beef burgers; a work-
ing sheep farm, where attendees watch sheep dogs work; 
and a working agricultural estate, complete with its own 

castle.

SCOTTISH CULTURE
AFR members completed their summer conference with a 
guided tour of Scotland’s National Piping Centre and an op-
portunity to try their hand at Scotland’s famous bagpipes. 

The “Magical Land of Scotland” adventure was just one of 
many memorable AFR Ag & Historic Conferences. The next 
conference locations will be announced at the 2026 AFR 
Convention. For more information, including future confer-
ence locations, contact Jamie Goodson (405-218-5665) or 
Paul Jackson (405)218-5559.
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AFR WELCOMES NEW TEAM

MEMBERS
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County Meeting Notices

Cushing Insurance Agency
                         Celebrating 35 years!    

1990-2025

Food, Door Prizes and
 Lots of Fun Memories! 

Everyone welcome!

     
Open House
Friday, October 3 
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
708 E. Main St., Cushing 
Shirley Roe & Sherrie Bean
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